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Cornwallôs telecommunications heritage



Outline

ü Major collaboration between the Porthcurno Telegraph 
Museum and the University of Exeter (Cornwall Campus)

ü Funded by the AHRCôs Museums, Archives and 
Libraries Scheme

ü £288,527 to fund the 18-month project (Feb. 2009-July 
2010)

ü Primary site of research is the Museum which holds 
company records of the Eastern Telegraph Company 
(ancestor of Cable and Wireless)



Project organisation

ü University of Exeter: PI, CIs, Postdoctoral Research 
Fellow, IT Officer and Clerical Assistant

ü Museum: Museum Director and Curator, Project 
Manager, Education Officer, Marketing Officer (with help 
from Collections Management Assistant)

ü Regular face-to-face and video-conferenced meetings to 
discuss progress, website, exhibition design, research 
findings



Shared vision

ü Significance of telecommunications (esp. Cable telegraphy) in 
studies of Cornish industry underestimated

ü To make better use of largely untapped and world-class archival 
collections at Porthcurno and elsewhere

ü To significantly raise profile of museum and archival collections at 
Porthcurno

ü Need for a new social, cultural and local (Cornish) perspective ï
focussing particularly on employees at stations and impact on local 
communities

ü Need to take a comprehensive view of telecommunications in 
Cornwall ïto consider different sites as a whole



Not justabout heroic individualsé



ébut hundreds of ñordinaryò cable men, their 

families and communitiesé



éand how they connected with the ñnerves of empireò


